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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

I )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|£| This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters Prosecution as to the ments is 
* closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) ±22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) ±22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on m somber 2001 is/are: a)E accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
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14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional apphcaton). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

The attempt to incorporate subject matter into this application by reference to WO 
97/00751 is improper because in any application which is to issue as a U.S. patent, essential 
material may not be incorporated by reference to patents or applications published by 
foreign countries or a regional patent office. "Essential material" includes that which is 
necessary to provide an enabling disclosure of the claimed invention. See MPEP 608.0 l(p). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: (1) in claim 1 , 
"perrmanent" should be replaced with -permanent--, and; (2) in claim 9, "impact" should be 
replaced with -impacts-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Specifically, the specification has not explained how a second impact is generated 
within the specified period (i.e. "within a few milliseconds"). 
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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. This claim recites the limitation "the series of bounces" in lines 1-2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by either 
Hague et la. (4,131,164) or, in the alternative, Wahli (4,226,1 1 1). Both these references teach a 
routine and ordinary stamping apparatus and method as here involved. Independent claims 1 and 
1 7 seek to define over this routine prior art by reciting that kinetic energy is generated internal to 
the material body thereby causing additional deformation. The second strike of the references 
inherently causes an increase in the internal kinetic energy and increases the deformation of the 
body. 

Specifically, both these reference disclose a stamping device comprising: 

1 . a stamping member; 

2. with a mass; 

3. a deformed member or material body. 
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Additionally, both references disclose a method of stamping comprising the steps of: 

1 . stamping the material body with enough velocity to cause a rebound; 

2. deforming said material body with said first step; 

3. stamping the material body a second time after a period has elapsed. 

The remaining claims in general do not distinguish over the references by any novel 
method or apparatus, but rather merely recite either a catalogue of problematical internal 
happenings or general, virtually universal, aspects of upright impact machines. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

To the extent that claims 1 and 17 inherently call for a fast (i.e. within "a few 
milliseconds") second strike, claims i-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over either Hague et la. (4,131,164) or Wahli (4,226,1 1 1), in view of Dahlberg 
(WO 97/00751). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John S. Goetz whose telephone number is 703-308-141 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allen Ostrager can be reached on 703-308-3 136. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3579 for regular 
communications and 703-305-3579 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-3136. 



JSG 

October 29, 2002 




ALLEN OSTRAGER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXA&PEfl 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



